News bytes 


By FaitH Grecory 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Community Out- 
reach program seeks 


to make a difference 

Monday, the Community Out- 
teach program held a bake sale 
to raise money for a local animal 
shelter. Their next event will be 
a food drive beginning Nov. 1 in 
preparation for the holidays and a 
beach clean up Nov. 2. 


Mocktails and water 
pong in the Spurk 
Building 


For Alcohol Awareness Week, 
Monday, the Health and Fitness 
Center and Student Engagement 
Center sponsored mocktails, wa- 
ter pong, snacks, and informative 
graphics in the lobby to alert stu- 
dent to the dangers of drinking 
and binge drinking. It was a very 
popular table. 


Random filming on 


campus 

On Monday students were 
seen exiting the Spurk building 
in a group while a man, Matt 
Belfiore, who teaches video field 
production at NECC, filmed 
them The video was for Haver- 
hill Community Television for 
their 25th anniversary. Members 
of this organization are making 
trailers for a private showing to 
members. The video will eventu- 
ally be on YouTube. 


NECC at CCSLA 
Conference 


NECC’s Dina Brown 
wins Founder ’s 
Award 


By Matt GinGras 
Editor-in-Chief 

The Community College Stu- 
dent Leadership Association held 
its annual conference on Oct. 18 
and 19, and Northern Essex was 
well represented. 

NECC brought nine students 
to the conference, which was held 
in Natick, and seven were from 
the school’s Student Senate. Two 
others were from the Student Am- 
bassador program, which is the 
second step in NECC’s Student 
Leadership program. Last year, 
NECC brought just two students. 

The conference featured many 
new workshops for students at 
community college’s throughout 
Massachusetts and New Hamp- 
shire to learn new leadership 
skills, network with students 
from other institutions and learn 
how to make their campus more 
involved, 

Kadee Tapley, from the Stu- 
dent Ambassador program, at- 
tended the conference not only as 
a student, but as a workshop pre- 
senter as well. “I was extremely 
nervous,” said Tapley. “But at 
the same time, I really enjoyed it. 
Everyone wanted to hear what we 
had to say. 

“It helped that we were doing 
an ice breaker presentation,” she 
added. “Those are fun anyway.” 


Stephanie Bryzkowski, 
NECC’s Assistant Coordinator 
of Student Activities, was on the 
CCSLA committee and was vot- 
ed in as next years Chair Elect. 
She said that a lot of work went 
in to setting the conference up. 

“It takes about a year,” said 
Bryzkowski. “We meet at the 
conference to choose a new Con- 
ference Chair, a new Conference 
Chair-Elect and a new conference 
committee.” 

This year has a 1980’s theme, 
with many students dressing up 
in their best retro gear and enter- 
ing a costume contest. The con- 
ference also had an MTV theme, 
as well, but not Music Television. 

“Motivation, Teamwork, Vi- 
sion,” said Bryzkowski. “We 
wanted three things that student 
leaders needed.” 

There was also a small awards 
ceremony, in which Northern 
Essex had a role. Dina Brown, 
Director of Student Engage- 
ment and New Student Orienta- 
tion, won the CCSLA Founder’s 
Award. The award goes tc some- 
one who has been a part of com- 
munity colleges and has stood out 
amongst their peers, according to 
Bryzkowski. 

Kadee Tapley has worked for 
Brown since 2011 in a work- 
study role, and was happy to hear 
her boss get honored. “It was 
awesome,” she said. “I was so 
proud. Everything Nita [Lambo- 


’ rghini, NECC’s Dean of Student 
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Global Studies department 
announces contest 


Global Studies 
Department offers 
prize to students 


By Carnie SOUTHWICK 
Staff Writer 

The Global Studies Depart- 
ment has announced a $200 prize 
for the best student paper on a 
subject related to human rights. 

According to Professor An- 
drew Morse the Global Studies 
Department includes, “history, 
philosophy, geography, foreign 
language, religion, economics 
and political science majors.” 

Human rights affect every- 
one. There are many ways human 
rights are violated in the world 
and yet sometimes there are vic- 
tories. 

“We try to make’ students 
more conscious of human rights 
through teachings and through 


rary affairs, Amnesty Internation- 
al, the Students for a Democratic 
Society to promote causes”. 

If you have a specific human 
rights topic you are passionate 
about, this is an opportunity to 
express it. 

The college has been offer- 
ing this award for about 3 years. 
Professor Morse gave examples 
of past topics which included, 
“women’s rights in different 
countries around the world, gay 
rights activities have been import- 
ant, and children’s rights issues 
within the USA.” 

Morse follows that students 
“gain a certain amount of recog- 
nition. It is awarded in front of 
all the school and puts students in 
positions for outside NECC.” If 
a student is interested the award- 
ed is an “incentive to go on; that 
students could go on and get in- 
ternships at the United Nations or 
Amnesty International.” 


an NECC student in good stand- 
ing. It is acceptable to submit a 
paper that has already been used 
in another class; even if it has al- 
ready won an award. The paper 
needs to be at least 6 pages long, 
typed double spaced and follow 
MLA or Chicago style format. 
Entries must have proper citations 
regarding all sources. 

It is important to know that 
attathed to the paper needs to be 
a one page abstract, about 250 
words, explaining how the paper 
relates to human rights; paper 
submitted without this abstract 
will not be accepted. 

The winning entry will be se- 
lected by the Global Studies De- 
partment. The deadline for sub- 
mission is Dec. 31 and will be 
awarded in May at the Awards 
convocation. 

Submit papers electronically in 
Microsoft word to: sslaner@necc. 
mass.edu. 
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Stay active with 
extracurricular 


activities 

Being active on campus can 
really make or break any person’s 
experience. Those who join a 
club, participate in extracurric- 
ular activities, play pickup foot- 
ball, or anything extra on campus, 
will most likely have a better col- 
lege experience than those who 
commute to and from the school 
just doing academic work. 

The school boasts several 
varsity athletic teams, dozens of 
clubs, a Student Senate, and sev- 
eral leadership programs. There’s 
something there for every stu- 
dent, activities for people with 
any interest. 

As mentioned on the front 
page, several members of the Stu- 
dent Senate and the Presidential 
Ambassador program at Northern 
Essex attended a leadership con- 
ference in Natick over the past 
week. The conference is just one 
example, but those who are active 
on campus and strive to make 
the campus better for everyone 
will have more doors opened for 
them, both in school and in life. A 
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club adviser could one day write 
students a letter of recommenda- 
tion. 

The Bacon Boardgamers is 
one example of a non-academic 
club that just allows students an 
opportunity to have fun and relax 
without the worries of studies to 
weight them down. Not every- 
thing at campus has to be scholas- 
tic — you can kick back and have a 
little fun, too. 

There’s a comprehensive list 
on the Northern Essex website 
full of different clubs. The web- 
site lists different contact infor- 
mation, locations of club meet- 
ings and a brief summary of the 
club’s goals and what they hope 
to accomplish. Students are en- 
couraged to explore the different 
opportunity that NECC can offer. 

The Observer is full of peo- 
ple who wanted to stay active 
on campus and benefit not only 
themselves, but their peers as 
well. 

Will you do the same? 
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How do you feel the Red Sox will 


do in the World Series 


They’re going to win. They better win, if they 
don’t I will be sad. 
CANDACE 


D’ AGOSTINO 


They will win. 


MIKE 
DELCORE 


STEVE 
ELWELL 


Of course, they are They are going to win. 
going to win. 
JEAN 


PEGUERO 


Five games and 
they’ Il win. 
JOsH 
GABRY 


ERICKA 
Lewis 
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Lo the Editor: 


I am writing in response to the 
article on note-taking that was 
published in the Oct. 2 edition. 
I have been on the staff of the 
Learning Accommodations Cen- 
ter since 2001. A large part of my 
job involves the coordination of 
note-taking and other paraprofes- 
sional services; so I am the per- 
son who does most of the hiring, 
training, and payment of note-tak- 
ers. I also spend part of my day 
working in classrooms as a para- 
professional myself. I feel I must 
take this opportunity to clear up 
some  miscon- 
ceptions 


she must meet with the manager 
of Deaf and Hard of Hearing Ser- 
vices and submit an audiogram 
showing the extent of hearing 
loss. In addition, students who are 
deemed eligible for services must 
meet with a staff member before 
the start of each semester in order 
to set up their accommodations. 
Our office was mentioned 
twice in the article, but it nev- 
er explained our role in working 
with students with disabilities 
and who are deaf or hard of hear- 
ing. In fact, the words disability, 
deaf and hard of hearing were 
never used, even though they are 
the only reasons the LA Center 


Opinion 


How notetaking works |Stay motivated 
NECC students 


stay motivated in 
different ways 


every other NECC student does if 
they miss a class: get notes from a 
classmate, ask the instructor what 
they missed, etc. To automatically 
provide notes to an absent student 
would give that student an unfair 
advantage over others, and this 
has never been the LA Center’s 
mission. 

The article did get a few things 
right. I am glad that it mentioned 
confidentiality. Note-takers are 
asked to be as discreet as possi- 
ble and to not discuss their role 
with classmates or anyone out- 
side of school. The information 
the LA Center holds in student 
files is strictly confidential and is 

not shared without 


about the written consent 
the note-taking 6 SETS aah cme tapas of the student. Be- 


service that ap- 
peared in your 
article. 

The Learn- 
ing Accommo- 
dations Center 
only offers the 
note-taking ser- 


Accomodations are provided in order 
to create a level playing field 


- Kelly Sanborn 


cause of this, we do 
not disclose a stu- 
dent’s disability to 
his or her note-tak- 
er(s). The article 
also mentions cor- 
rectly that we gen- 
erally discourage 


vice to STS relatives of students 
who are deaf or or their significant 


hard of hearing, 

or who have one or more doc- 
umented disabilities. This is in 
compliance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA), a 
federal statute which requires that 
colleges and universities provide 
reasonable accommodations to 
students who can demonstrate that 
they have a disability that may in- 
terfere with learning. Note-taking 
and other accommodations are 
provided in order to create a lev- 
el playing field for students with 
disabilities so that they have the 
same opportunity to succeed as 
other students. They are not in- 
tended to give any student an ad- 
vantage over others. In order to be 
approved for accommodations by 
the LA Center, students must go 
through an eligibility process that 
includes filling out an application 
for services; attending a Request 
for Services Meeting (RSM) with 
one of our staff; and submitting 
documentation that supports the 
claim of a disability. If the student 
is deaf or hard of hearing, he or 


would ever provide a note-taker. 
The article also implies that stu- 
dents who think they may be out 
sick can get a note-taker. We have 
provided the service for students 
with chronic diseases and oth- 
er medical conditions, but only 
after the students went through 
our eligibility process. This pro- 
cess can take a couple of weeks, 
even longer if the student does 
not have documentation readily at 
hand and must obtain it. It would 
not make sense for someone to go 
through this if they’re only going 
to miss a day or two of classes; 
and the illness in question would 
have to meet the legal standard 
of a disabling condition in order 
for the LA Center to get involved 
in the first place. In addition, we 
normally instruct our note-takers 
not to make a copy of notes for a 
student who is not in class. Occa- 
sionally we will make an excep- 
tion if the absence is disability-re- 
lated; but most of the time, our 
students are expected to do what 


others from serving 
as their note-takers. Students can 
recruit their own note-takers as 
the article states, but they do not 
“hire” them; the actual hiring pro- 
cess is handled by the LAC and 
NECC’s Office of Human Re- 
sources. A student who wants to 
be a note-taker must attend a man- 
datory training with the LAC and 
file hiring paperwork with Human 
Resources. 

If students would like more 
information about Learning Ac- 
commodations, note-taking, or 
applying for services, they should 
feel free to stop by our office in 
SC111 of the Student Center at 
the Haverhill campus or call our 
main office number at (978) 556- 
3654. 


Kelly J. Sanborn 

Clerk II 

Learning 
Center 


Accommodations 


Is technology taking over? 


Students discuss 
their opinions on 
the use of online 
resources for their 


classes 
By Apore& CALixto 


Correspondent 

Our generation is so fortunate 
to have technology. We can com- 
municate with each other, find 
out about world news, and even 
watch movies all at our fingertips, 
yet it is also said to be distracting. 
But now we can use it to be more 
in touch with our professors and 
assignments through Blackboard. 
Some find it useful, while others 
would rather have a hard copy of 
their assignments. 

Before coming to NECC, I 
had never heard of Blackboard. 
It not only has a place to email 


and interact with professors, but 
with your fellow students. Pow- 
erPoints and notes online can be 
helpful when you miss class. But 
sometimes it can be difficult get- 
ting on it. As the new technology 
generation, we depend so much 
on service and WiFi. How do we 
survive when there is none of 
that? Paper! But if it is not avail- 
able to us at the beginning of the 
semester then we are completely 
out of luck. 

I sat down with, Emily Mard- 
sen, 19, who prefers to have to 
have her assignments on paper. 

“I like that the syllabus is 
available on Blackboard, but I 
prefer to have a paper copy. To 
me it’s easier and convenient to 
have a physical copy in my hand 
instead of going out of my way to 
go online.” says Marsden. 

Our Intro to Mass Communi- 
cations class uses Blackboard for 
everything. Since we study social 
media, I asked if she finds it dis- 


“ey 4 


tracting to go online. 

“Actually no. I hate going on 
social networking sites on my lap- 
top, but I always get distracted on 
my phone when I do homework!” 

As mentioned, when you miss 
class Blackboard is available to 
you to catch up on notes or need 
help. But some students are still 
into the old-fashioned way. It is 
even proven that it you absorb 
better writing down notes, rather 
than just reading them. 

Emily said “I never use the 
PowerPoints on Blackboard. I’m 
pretty good at taking notes in class 
and I just go over those. I only go 
on when I’m not sure about an as- 
signment.” 

Some students also said they 
feel like they can study better 
when having a book with them, 
instead of Kindle or Powerpoint. 
Is technology the new classroom? 
Helpful or an inconvenience? 


By JrEssicA PALMER 
Opinions Editor 


Staying motivated duing 
college isn’t easy once the ex- 
citement wears off. The weeks 
following the first day of school 
offer motivation and promise. 
When starting new classes you 
strive to be organized and stay 
on top of all of your assignments, 
but it is hard when the semester 
starts to progress forward and you 
begin to fall behind and you want 
to spark your motivation. It’s hard 
when you can’t push yourself to 
do so because many students feel 
the pinch of being unmotivated 
and motivation can be hard to 
find, especially when you have no 
desire to find it. 

Nairoby Sanchez, a Political 
Science major enjoys college and 
manages to keep her interests in 
school, “I don’t find it hard stay 
motivated because school excites 
me enough. I love to learn and at 
NECC, I find that there is always 
something new to learn.” 

It is inspiring to find someone 
so motivated by school itself, as- 
piring to do well in school can in- 
fluence you to try harder, 

Sanchez also uses the idea of 
doing well in her classes to push 
herself when trouble arises, “I 
stay motivated and -——- 


Ca 


courses become tougher by imag- 
ining my grade at the very end. 
There is always a reward when 
you stick through and so far, this 
frame of mind has helped me re- 
ceive and a maintain a 3.8 GPA.” 

It is important to remind your- 
self of the outcome when it comes 
to school work and attending your 
classes, it isn’t easy when most 
students work and attend to differ- 
ent important tasks and the idea 
of attending class is not their first 
priority. However, not all students 
see school and class as a motiva- 
tion. 

Alec Grenier a Criminal Jus- 
tice major, believes that picturing 
the outcome can motivate you to 
excel, “I do find it hard to stay 
motivated but the interest of a 
successful life is what motivates 
me. Courses may be hard, but 
keeping my eye on the big pic- 
ture and how one day, all of this 
hard work will pay off keeps me 
going.” Staying on top of school- 
work and other school related ac- 
tivities can become troublesome 
but finding something that keeps 
your interest in school can pro- 
duce success. 

Being unmotivated can create 
issues in terms of finished work 
that is partially done, poor atten- 
dance, and lack of interest in the 
class as a whole. Find something 
that sparks your interest in school 
whether it’s a class, the idea of a 
great grade, or an extracurricular 
activity, don’t let the changing of 
the seasons bring down your mo- 
tivation in school. 


his 
umna and 


American Idol 
finalist returns 


Successful former 
student to speak at 


Haverhill campus 
By NECC Newsroom 


Liz Bills, an American Idol fi- 
nalist and former NECC student, 
will be featured at the Haverhill 
Chamber Expo held on Thursday, 
October 24 in the Northern Essex 
Community College Sport and 
Fitness Center, Haverhill Cam- 
pus, 100 Elliott St. 

The Expo is free and open to 
the public and Bills will be sing- 
ing and greeting the public from 
4 to 7p.m. 

Bills was born and raised in 
Haverhill and starting performing 
music of many different styles 
at the age of eight. Bills studied 
music at NECC before continuing 
on and studying at Berklee Col- 
lege of Music in 2011. While at 
Berklee, Bills studied songwrit- 


Continued from front page 


She’s such a hard worker.” 

Next year’s conference will 
again be held in October, but the 
CCSLA is looking for a new host 
for next year’s event. Every two 
years, the location of the con- 
ference changes. The past two 
years, the conference was held in 
Natick’s Hampton Inn. 

No matter where. the confer- 
ence winds up, though, it’s sure 


ing with Mark Simos and voice 
with David Devo and Kathleen 
Flynn. In 2013 Bills competed in 
the American Idol singing com- 
petition and made it to the final 
60. Currently Bills is working on 
her solo debut album. She also 
regularly performs with her band 
Analog Heart and teaches guitar, 
piano, and voice lessons in and 
around Boston. 

The 4th Annual Cross Border 
Chamber Expo is designed to 
highlight signature businesses in 
the area and provide a chance for 
them to directly connect with the 
public and other business profes- 
sionals. 

This event will also feature 
former Boston Bruins player and 
captain, Terrence Joseph James 
O’Reilly and Rene Rancourt, the 
professional singer of the Nation- 
al Anthem for the Boston Bruins. 
Rancourt will open the Expo with 
National Anthem. 


to be a good time. “Everyone’s 
there to have learn and have fun,” 
said Tapley. “It was extremely 
successful.” 

For those interested in learning 
more about the Student Leader- 
ship program and possibly attend 
next year’s conference are invited 
to email Dina Brown at dbrown@ 
necc.mass.edu or Stephanie Bry- 
zkowski at sbryskowski@necc. 
mass.edu. ez 
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focuses on safety 


Safety of the staff 
and students is taken 
very seriously 

By Mike CuppYER 


Correspondent 

Northern Essex Community 
College takes the safety of its staff 
and students seriously. With the 
violence and mass shootings seen 
on the news The focus on campus 
security is as important as ever. 
Recently, Salem State Universi- 
ty was put on lockdown for ap- 
proximately two hours following 
a stabbing incident. With such 
a scenario hitting close to home, 
it puts the idea of security in the 
forefront of many people’s minds. 

While the notion of security 
may be of interest to some stu- 
dents, many remain uninformed 
about the level of care that goes 


By CHAD GORHAM 
News Editor 


On Wednesday Oct. 16 the 
annual college transfer day was 
held in the technology center in 
Haverhill, with over 50 four-year 


bs tet. oe 
» person who hi 
fled the scene. 


into planning for safety and se- 
curity at NECC. NECC student 
Kristen Brown demonstrates that 
point. When asked if she had any 
safety concerns about attending 
NECC, Brown said, “I’m not re- 
ally sure what kind of training the 
security people have here, if any. 
I guess that would be good infor- 
mation to know.” 

Fortunately, NECC has high 
standards when it comes to train- 
ing security officers. According 
to Lt. Dan Tirone, Operations 
Commander and six year veteran 
of NECC campus security, every 
officer that is hired for both the 
Haverhill and Lawrence campus 
is required to take a 40- hour train- 
ing course. This course covers a 
wide range of topics including: 
riot control, public safety, video 
presentations, and special training 
focused on college atmospheres. 

When asked about this train- 


ing, NECC security Sgt. Wendy 
Belanger gave it an excellent re- 
view. Belanger said it is a thor- 
ough and professional training 
program. A three year veteran of 
NECC security, Belanger offers 
a contrast from other experience 
she’s had, saying, “In my past ex- 
periences they may have given us 
a video tape to watch, if we were 
lucky, and then we'd be out on the 
road.” 

In addition to the 40 hour 
training requirement, Tirone says 
supervisors are required to attend 
an additional 40 hours of train- 
ing, for a total of 80 hours. These 
trainings are normally run by the 
Methuen Police Department, with 
the next one scheduled to take 
place during winter break. 

On Sept. 27 there was a train- 
ing session held for all of NECC 
staff from both the Haverhill and 
Lawrence campuses. Tirone es- 


timates that there were over 300 
in attendance. During the train- 
ing, which lasted approximately 
five hours, NECC staff were led 
through a variety of topics includ- 
ing: shooter on campus, natural 
disaster response, AED training, 
when to call 911, and how to han- 
dle other types of emergencies. 
The training also allowed staff 
to break up into smaller groups 
in order to have more intimate 
discussions about how to handle 
different scenarios. Training ma- 
terial included material they could 
take with them. 

While NECC focuses on train- 
ing its staff to be prepared, they 
can’t do it alone. Even with 24/7 
video monitoring and security 
staff on site, Tirone says, “We tell 
students and staff they’re our eyes 
and ears -- call us for anything. 
Don’t feel silly or that some- 
thing’s not important enough...it’s 


Which road to take 


Transfer Day is a day where 
students learn which road to take. 


institutions, both private and pub- 
lic, inner city and rural schools 
participating. 

There were many types of 
school in attendance from, The 
American College of History & 
Legal Studies, Suffolk and Went- 


Oe 45 A car was hit in 
library parking arking lot while _ 
steed ee 


and ran. 


this same day rauiiea 


Also ; 
had an pe ote reaction while 
in class in buildin 
An ambulace came eae 

her to Merrimack Valley Hobs 


pital. 


worth Institute of Technology and 
many more were proud to show 
of there school pride and boast all 
about them while helping student 
to decide on the right path for 
there future education 

The college transfer day is a 
first step to help 
students link up 
with a college 
or university 
they have been 
thinking about 
going to, or to 
meet with the 
representative 
from the col- 
lege they want 
to go and what 
the steps would 
be to get the 
ball rolling. 

Many _ stu- 
dents found 
transfer day to 
be very helpful 
as there was so 
much more to 
learn than what 


was __ thought 
about. When 
the students 


walk in to the 
event it is a sea 
of tables with 
lost of pictures, 
brochures and 
information at 
the ready, and 


the admission 
representatives 
to represent 


their respective 
schools. 

The admis- 
sions reps are 
available so the 
students can 
learn about the 
different pro- 
grams that are 
offered, some 
of the require- 
ments that are 
needed to trans- 


our job and we’re happy to do it.” 

Tirone also wants to remind 
students that being a student or 
teacher is hard enough, and you 
have the right to feel safe on cam- 
pus. He says the entire security 
staff is, “willing to do anything 
we can do to make people feel 
safer on campus.” 

Tirone takes these offers seri- 
ously, adding one more note:"If 
any of my officers make you feel 
like they were being bothered by 
helping you, just let me know. I'll 
deal with them.” 

Students who need to get in 
contact with campus security can 
call 24/7 from any line at (978) 
556-3333. If calling from any 


school phone simply dial 3333. 
Students are encouraged to use 
good judgement, and depending 
on the severity of the incident 
calling 911 first may be the appro- 
priate action. 


Photo by Chad Gorham 


The tech center where the college transfer day took place 


fer, what credits can be trans- 
ferred because not all can, what 
entrance exams are needed, if 
there are any scholarships that a 
student might qualify for, and if 
there are any sports, clubs or or- 
ganizations that fit a students in- 
terest. 

Abigail Perez a health care 
student was surprised that so 
many schools were involved. 

She had said, “It is making her 
start to think about other school 
as well as the one she has been 
interested in all along.” She re- 
ceived all the information she 
could and left with many schools 
information for further questions 
she may have. 

She had also said, She was 
not aware that all course credits 
might not be transferrable and 
glad to find out which ones are 
before it is to late and it is highly 
recommended for students to go 
because they learn so much more 
than was thought. 

Molly Fitzgerald a Communi- 
cations major said, “She wanted 
to find schools in her price range 
and also wanted to find a school 
that has a great communications 
program.” She successfully had 


found in two schools she had 
looked at which are Framingham 
State and Salem State. 

All the information was handy 
for Fitzgerald to achieve what 
she set out to do by attending the 
event and to make informed de- 
cisions. Fitzgerald had also stated 
that she would recommend the 
event to students in the future. 

For all those wanting to attend 
but missed out on the Haverhill 
transfer day or anyone who finds 
the Lawrence more convenient 
have the opportunity to attend 
a College Transfer Day on the 
Lawrence campus today, Oct. 23 
in the Lawrence campus atrium. 

If planning on attending the 
Lawrence transfer day be sure to 
bring your unofficial transcript 
that can be picked up for free at 
enrollment services. 

Individuals who are deaf or 
hard of hearing may contact any 
NECC office via the relay ser- 
vice by dialing 7-1-1 (TTY) or 
through Video Relay Service 
(VRS) of their choice. 

For more information or to 
request communication access 
please contact the Tutoring Cen- 
ter at 978-556-3411. 
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Brooms up at Northern Essex 


Quidditch regaining 
popularity across 


the country 


By Mart Gincras 
Editor-in-Chief 

You would be hard-pressed to 
find a day where there aren’t stu- 
dents playing touch football out 
on Northern Essex’s quad lawn. 
It’s one of the most popular intra- 
mural sports at NECC, where the 
school also offers a wide variety 
of sports, such as wiffleball, soc- 
cer and dodgeball. 

And, of course, there’s quid- 
ditch. 

The game based off the one 
from the popular book series Har- 
ry Potter, quidditch is played on 
flying broomsticks. Four flying 
balls are creating havoc on the 
pitch, 14 players, seven on each 
side, battle back and forth trying 
to score goals, knock each other 
off of broomsticks, and catch a 
winged golden ball. 

So how, exactly, does that trans- 
late into a game where non-magi- 
cal people can play? 

It all started at Middlebury Col- 
lege in Vermont, where a group of 
friends got tired of playing bocce 
every weekend and decided to 
turn the Harry Potter game into a 
reality. 


In 2010, Northern Essex tried 
to start it up. “It started a few years 
back when Harry Potter was big,” 
said Maureen Saliba, who is the 
Director of Intramurals at NECC. 
“We had heard that quidditch was 
popping up at colleges, and we 
thought we'd try it.” 

Saliba, no doubt, heard about 
it after Dina Brown mentioned 
it. “Well, it started with a con- 
versation. I brought it to both 
Maureen and (Fitness Program 
Coordinator) Rob Parker, after an 
enthusiastic conversation with my 
cousin,” said Brown, the Director 
of Student Engagement and New 
Student Orientation at NECC. 
“He shared and expressed how 
excited he was and what a great 
experience it was to start to play 
quidditch. 

“To take something from tele- 
vision and from literature and to 
turn it into a real life activity, it’s a 
fun, exhilarating experience.” 

The first run, Saliba says, was 
a success. “We had hoops set up 
on sticks as goals, we had balls 
flying all over the place,” said Sal- 
iba. The hoops were made with 
bent hula hoops placed on wooden 
stands, something that Parker and 
Pete Tompkins, who works at the 
Fitness Center, tinkered with. 

“We had the snitch running 
around with a sock in his pants 
with a tennis ball, and little fairy 


DO YOU 


PARKING STICKER 


As of January 1, 2014, 


(| Northern Essex 


Community College 


wings, so it was great,” said Sal- 
iba. 

The snitch, in the ‘muggle’ 
version of quidditch, is not a ball, 
but a person. The snitches job is 
to evade each team’s seeker, once 
the player is caught, the game 
ends, with the player who catches 
the snitch earning an additional 30 
points, down from the 150 earned 
in the books. 

The chasers each pass a par- 
tially deflated volleyball around 
and try to score, evading the oth- 
er teams beaters. The beaters get 
dodgeballs to try and hit the chas- 
ers with, and once a player is hit 
by a bludger (the dodgeball), they 
have to run back to their post be- 
fore rejoining the game. 

The team of Saliba, Parker and 
Brown all collaborated on a way 
to make those rules easy to under- 
stand and to apply to those who 
might have not read the Harry 
Potter books or seen the movies. 

Unfortunately, the first run of 
quidditch was the last at NECC, 
due to the large number of people 
needed to run the event. 

However, Traeger Domoretsky 
has been playing quidditch for 
years. Currently, he’s one of the 
captains of a team called the North 
Shore Nor’easter, who play their 
home games in Amesbury, and are 
always looking for new players to 
play with them. 


> 


Photo by Michael Mason (faceboox.com/MichaelEMasonPhotography) 
Traeger Domoretsky leads a community quidditch team 


named the North Shore Nor’ Easter. 


“I was staffing at a camp and 
the director of the camp decided to 
play quidditch at the camp,” said 
Domoretsky. “After we played, 
we were like, ‘we want to start a 
team, an official team,’ and they 
wanted to know if I was interest- 
ed.” 

Domoretsky has traveled all 
over the Northeast area playing 
quidditch. Over the summer, he 
played at a fantasy camp at Ran- 
dall’s Island in New York, the 
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same place where he went to the 
International Quidditch Associa- 
tion’s World Cup in 2011. 

“It’s growing now, it’s got to be 
in at least 200 colleges throughout 
the country,” he said. “I think if 
we brought it here right now we’d 
be able to spread the werd a lot 
quicker.” 

Northern Essex doesn’t cur- 
rently have plans to start quidditch 
up again quite yet, but that could 
change with interest. 
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Arts and Entertainment 


Upcoming Top Notch performance 


Top Notch Players 
will perform Much 
Ado About Nothing 


By FAITH GREGORY 


Arts and Entertainment Editor 
The Top Notch Players are 
staging a production of Shake- 
speare’s Much Ado About Noth- 
ing to be performed in November. 
The NECC Theater on the 
third floor of the C building pres- 
ently contains a modest set with 
three doors: a set of double doors 
in the middle, and two symboli- 
cally represented by stage left and 
stage right. There is a balcony 
with faux stone arches and stairs 
barely noticeable leading up to 
it. Assorted theater props, lights, 
flats, and wood boards balance 
precariously against the walls. 
The rehearsal began with Di- 
rector Jim Murphy dictating the 
blocking for Act Four of the pro- 
duction to his cast. Blocking is 
the act of assigning movement to 
the actors onstage. His instruc- 
tions were informed and clear, 
and the students quickly picked 
up on the challenging and com- 
plex instructions. 
In Shakespearean _ theater, 
movement and speech are very 
important to provide clarity to 


the language and purpose of the 
play. Speech and movement also 
rely heavily on one another. Clear 
speech with improper movement 
can bore the audience, and un- 
clear speech with perfect move- 
ment turns the play into a game 
of charades. An actor must grasp 
the meaning behind her move- 
ments and match them logically 
with the lines they correspond to. 

After the blocking was written 
down, the actors carried out a run 
through. A run through is putting 
the blocking onstage and match- 
ing it to the lines In a Shakespear- 
ean production, this is both vital 
and difficult, as the language is 
thick and heavy with plot and 
thematic resonance. 

Following the successful run 
through, actors were disbursed to 
practice bit of the scene on their 
own. 

Kelley Smith is confident 
about the progress the Top Notch 
Players are making with Much 
Ado About Nothing. 

When asked her opinion on 
how the cast was doing, she said, 
“T think its actually doing pretty 
well. I’m very impressed. 

“It’s difficult because you have 
how they spoke back then, which 
is pretty difficult in itself. It’s not 
that the themes are difficult to 


understand, but it’s primarily the 
language. 

“[The themes are] definitely 
there in black and white; it’s just 
not black and white for us.” 

Shakespearean language can 
be difficult for anyone not well 
versed (pun intended) in its style 
and formatting. Some actors ded- 
icate their entire their entire lives 
to studying and mastering the 
language, movement, and vocal 
projection required for Shake- 
spearean plays. 

Despite the difficulties of stag- 
ing Shakespeare, cast members 
were excited about the upcoming 
performance. 

Samantha Wheatley, a theater 
major who has been in four pro- 
ductions prior to this, is playing 
the lead female role of Beatrice. 

“I’m most excited that this is 
my first Shakespeare show,” she 
said. “And that I got to play the 
lead in it.” 

Wheatley’s scene partner, 
Matt Lundergan, is also a theater 
major with an eventual focus in 
stage-managing. Lundergan land- 
ed the role of Benedick. When 
asked what the most interesting 
part of performing a Shakespeare 
was, he said, 

“All of the work that went into 
learning what were saying, as op- 


Night at the Cabaret 


October perfor- 
mances by the Music 
and Choral Club 


By FairH GREGORY 


Arts and Entertainment 

The NECC Choral and Music 
Club hosted their eighth Caba- 
ret on Oct. 10 in the Technology 
Center Conference room of the 
Haverhill Campus. 

There were many different 
types of performances, all of them 
musical. There was a jazz piano 
performance by Justin Knowlton 
of “These Are the Days” by Van 
Morrison, a musical performance 
from Dr. Horrible called “My 
Eyes” performed by John Rodg- 
ers and Amanda Kehoe, and sev- 
eral Ukulele accompanied tunes 
among others. 


“Don’t 


There are a lot of 
strings in the 


courtyard trees 


By Linpsay KIMBALL 
Correspondent 

Students Matt Willwerth, Em- 
ily Clark, and Bobby Daklan of 
NECC’s art program hope their 
piece, “Don’t Touch,” will be the 
first of many creative works in- 
stalled on campus. 

Professor Dianne Pappas said 
she assigned the project because 
of Maine artist, Paul Oberst. The 
speech given and artwork pre- 
sented during Pappas class in- 
stilled a burst of creativity in her 
students, so she decided it was 


Admission to the event cost 
$5, and proceeds will go towards 
bringing the Choral and Music 
Club members to a professional 
live music event. In the past they 
have gone to see Rockapella and 
Five O’clock Shadow, both of 
which are a Capella groups. Con- 
cessions were also sold during 
the brief intermission to contrib- 
ute to their trip. 

Alisa Bucchiere, the Chorus 
teacher at NECC, is the advisor 
for the NECC Choral and Music 
Club. 

“T think it gives [the perform- 
ers] another vehicle to express 
their talent,” said Bucchiere. 
These students are multi-talent- 
ed, and this gives them the op- 
portunity to express themselves 
musically.” 


John Rodgers, a_perform- 


Touch” 


time for her students to construct 
their own installation artwork. 

Clark, responsible for the 
construction of the spider of the 
structure, said that there is a “lack 
of student artwork,” and wishes 
there was more. 

Daklan, who helped with the 
web, said the school seems to 
be without culture and diversity 
and thinks that the campus is too 
bland. 

“Don’t Touch” has not gone 
unnoticed. A bulletin board is- 
set up outside of room C101 for 
students to leave their comments. 
It has not been left blank, Anon- 
ymously, students have written 
that this art piece is “Freaking 
phenomenal,” “Mind blowing!” 


er, said, “The audience, large or 
small, any amount of applause 
or appreciation for what we do 
makes it all worthwhile.” 

Another participant, Amanda 
Kehoe, said, “[performing] felt 
liberating. It feels like home.” 

Many of the students in the 
NECC Choral and Music Club 
are involved in other arts groups 
on campus as well. A few of the 
upcoming events are the Piano 
Master Classes on Oct. 20 and 
Nov. 17 at 6 p.m., the Jazz Rock 
Ensemble on Dec. 6 at 6 p.m., the 
Small Ensemble Concert Dec. 7 
at 6:30 p.m., and the Choir Con- 
cert Dec. 6 at 2 p.m. All events 
take place in the Technology 
Center on the Haverhill campus. 
The Choir concert will cost $5. 
All other events are free. 


trees 


“Artistically Delicious!” and 
“Like Nothing I’ve Ever Seen!” 

The inspiration for their work, 
said Daklan, was the outdoors. 
His class had not had much op- 
portunity to create in nature. 

The artists agreed that the web 
was originally going to be a sort 
of vine structure. However, the 
shape of the tree caused the piece 
to be molded into a spider’s web. 

“The tree was mainly used for 
convenience,” said Daklan. 

The materials used were glass, 
wire, hot glue, and epoxy, a bind- 
ing resin. Glass was the main 
component used to construct the 
spider. The webbing was created 
with wire. Epoxy was used to at- 
tach the spider to the tree. 


posed to how we were saying it 
{was interesting]. It took many 
more hours of preparation.” 

Lundergan also works on the 
set for the production. 

“(Shakespearean plays] are 
more about the words, the lines, 
and the character interactions. 
For this [production], [the set] is 
simple. There are doors for going 
in and out, and grape barbers on 
either side. 

“Tt’s going for more of the Ital- 
ian villa theme. It’s a very simple 
set of lots of exits and entrances. 
That being said, it’s going to be a 
beautiful set.” 

Thera Driscoll, another the- 
ater major, has the female lead of 
Hero. Driscoll, along with fellow 
cast member Amanda Kehoe, are 
the actors primarily in charge of 
costume design. When asked 
what they planned to do with cos- 
tuming, Driscoll said, 

“The costumes are those back 
in Elizabethan times. We made 
doublets for the soldiers. We have 
a lot of Shakespeare costumes 
{from previous productions] al- 
ready.” 

Deciding to stage a Shake- 
speare is a brave and time-con- 
suming choice. “I could do 


Shakespeare every semester. As a 
fall production, we tend to do a 


larger cast production, and a huge 
number of them are new to the 
school,” said Jim Murphy. “That 
has really paid off for us. 

“T, as an artist, really like 
working with Shakespeare. And 
with Shakespeare, there is that 
extra element of teaching.” 

The Top Notch Players are 
putting in an _ extraordinary 
amount of time and effort into 
properly staging Much Ado. To 
see the final fruits of their efforts, 
come see one of their many per- 
formances in November. 


Show dates 
and times for 

Much Ado About 

Nothing are: 
Friday, Nov. | -- 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 2 -- 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 8 -- 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 9 -- 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 7 -- 4 p.m. 


Sunday, Nov. 10 -- 3 p.m. 


Photo by Faith Gregory 


The Cabaret as students were preparing to perform in the 


Photo by Matt Gingras 


“Don’t Touch” is installed in the courtyard and dining area 
wedged between Spurk and the B Building 
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Meeting Mother Nature at NECC © 


Campus comes to 
life in the fall 


By Micuaet CuppyER 
Correspondent 

As a nature lover I often find 
myself feeling confined within 
the walls of NECC. I catch my- 
self looking out the window of the 
classroom; especially this time of 
year, longing for the crisp smell 
of fall in my nostrils as I look 
up at the brilliant colors Mother 


'| Nature’s painted on the trees. No 


matter how good the professor’s 
teaching is, I’d much prefer to be 
outside feeling leaves crunching 
beneath my feet than sitting at a 
desk listening to a lecture. Un- 
fortunately there isn’t much na- 
ture to escape to on our college 
campus...or so I thought. 

A couple of weeks ago I found 
myself between classes, waiting 
on a meeting with a professor. 
With time to spare, I planned to 
grab a bite to eat from a vending 
machine and maybe read a book 
on one of the outdoor benches 
scattered around campus. Then 
I realized I'd forgotten my wal- 
let in my car and had to go get 
it, which was frustrating because 
the morning had been so crowded 
that I’d parked all the way back 
in the last row of student parking. 
I finally reached my car and as 


|| I fussed with my keys I noticed 


a sign that seemed to blend in 
with its surroundings. “Pear Tree 


| Lane Trail.” 


With plenty of time to spare, 
and a gorgeous autumn day in full 
swing, I put my keys back in my 
pocket. I’d never seen this sign, 
or this trail, but I told myself that 
it couldn’t be too dangerous if it 
was attached to an NECC park- 
ing lot. I took a deep breath, and 
as the cool air filled my lungs I 
could almost hear Mother Nature 


saying, “This is what you want- 


ed...aren’t you coming?” 

Not knowing where the trail 
would lead, I started into the 
woods. Within two minutes it 
was as if I’d been transported to 


a completely different place. I 
couldn’t hear the cars from the 
parking lot, the birds were too 
loud. I couldn’t see campus any 
longer; the trees seemed to have 
created a natural wall against the 
outside world. It was beautiful. 

As I continued further, the 
only break in the illusion came 
when the NECC clock tower gave 
its hourly performance, startling 
me with its intrusion. When the 
chimes ceased, the sounds of na- 
ture immediately filled the void 
and again shut off the outside 
world. 

Another few minutes of walk- 
ing brought me to an open space, 
where the path looped around, 
making a wide circle around a 
clearing before continuing fur- 
ther into the woods. The tree 
line broke, and I saw that I was 
on a hill just high enough to over- 
look water down below and give 
me my first view of the day. I 
found a rock that was perfect for 
sitting, and gazed up at the blue 
sky, watching the wispy clouds 
race across the blue sky. As I sat 
on my rock chair, I imagined that 
this must have been the type of 
setting that Monet, Thoreau, and 
countless others found inspiration 
at when they created their differ- 
ent forms of art. I also wondered 
how many of my fellow students 
had sat on the same rock over the 
years, thinking similar thoughts. 

I stood from the rock, reluc- 
tantly deciding I should head 
back to the parking lot, when I 
heard footsteps behind me ac- 
companied by a loud, “WOOF!” 
Coming up the path was a mid- 
dle-aged man holding the leash of 
one of the biggest black Labs I’d 
ever seen. I smiled, and waited 
for them to get past, laughing as 
the dog ran over to see me. His 
tail was wagging so fast it was 
nothing but a black blur, excited 
about a new person to sniff and 
get attention from while he was 
out on his walk. As four paws 
and a tongue came barreling to- 
wards me, the man called out, 
“Don’t worry, he’s friendly!” 

The man’s name was Tim 
Johnson, and he said he lived in 


the area. As I patted his dog, who 
he introduced first as, “Nut job” 
with a chuckle, then as “Brady”, 
he told me that he tries to walk 
Brady on the trail a few times a 
week for exercise. I asked who 
gets more exercise and he said 
for Brady it’s a cardio workout, 
and for him it’s strength training 
trying to keep hold of the leash. 
I introduced myself as well, and 
as I was getting ready to say my 
goodbyes he pointed in the di- 
rection he’d come, (further on 
down the trail, and further away 
from campus), and said, “There’s 
a great view down there, you 
should definitely check it out.” 

Once again I felt that voice 
in my head saying that I’d asked 
for some nature in my life, and 
I should take what I can get. I 
said goodbye to my new ac- 
quaintances and started walking 
in the direction Tim had pointed. 
I walked slowly, knowing I still 
had plenty of time before I had 
to be anywhere, and took in the 
sights and sounds. Trees reached 
towards the sky, still so full of 
leaves they only let small streams 
of light down to the path, pepper- 
ing it like yellow laser beams. A 
squirrel chattered away, proba- 
bly getting his accommodations 
ready for the colder weather. And 
birds, hundreds of birds, called to 
each other and created a chaotic, 
frenzied, symphony with their 
different songs. 

I saw a break in the trail up 
ahead. As I reached it I stopped 
in my tracks, frozen in disbelief 
of this new view. I was suddenly 
looking over a large expanse of 
water, surrounded by trees with 
leaves so bright that they could 
have been on fire. Above the 
calm water and fiery trees was 
a beautiful blue sky, with just 
enough wispy clouds to provide 
some contrast. I walked closer 
to the edge of the water, trying to 
find the perfect angle for a pho- 
to. That’s when I heard a loud 
“SCREECH!” above my head. 

I looked up, knowing the 
sound hadn’t come from a small 
bird, and saw two hawks circling 
in the sky. They might have been 


Photo by Michael Cuddyer 


NECC’s campus offers a nice look at Lake Kenoza, which 
is located behind the Haverhill campus. 


hunting, they might have been 
playing, they might have been 
flirting, I have no idea. What I 
know is that they proceeded to 
give me a show that would put 
the famous Blue Angels stunt 
planes to shame. The hawks 
swooped and dove, circled and 
soared, and treated me to a pri- 
vate showing of aerial acrobatics 
that I gladly would have paid for. 
The most exciting part was how 
vocal they were, and how quiet 
everything else seemed as they 
called to each other. I could hear 
their screeches even when | could 
barely see them, and while the 
sounds echoed around me I gave 
a silent thanks for the chain of 
events that led me to this spot, on 
this day, at this time. 

The hawks disappeared, on to 
more fertile hunting ground per- 
haps, and the spell was broken. 
I looked down at my watch and 
realized I had put off the return 
hike for as long as I could with- 
out risking being late. I retraced 
my steps, seeing everything in 
reverse, and it didn’t take long 
before the trees started getting 
thinner and the NECC parking lot 
came into view. 

I came through the trailhead as 
a fellow student was getting out 
of their car. He gave me an odd 


look, and I asked if he knew there 
was a trail there. He just shook 
his head and looked at me as if 
he wasn’t sure what to make of 
someone randomly emerging 
from the woods with a big smile 
on their face. 

I made my way towards C 
Building for my meeting, and in 
my elation from the hike I asked 
everyone I met along the way if 
they knew there was a trail be- 
hind the parking lot. Responses 
ranged from, “That’s cool” to 
“Do I know you?” I lost count, 
but I spoke to at least ten students 
in passing and none of them knew 
anything about the trail I was just 
on. If I had more time, I would 
have liked to tell them more 
about it. 

I would have liked to tell them 
about the monster of a dog that 
I saw, the way the clock tower 
sounded almost eerie when I for- 
got for a moment where the cam- 
pus was, about the birds singing 
and the squirrel working on his 
winter stores, and about the ma- 
jestic hawks that put on the pri- 
vate show. I would have liked to 
tell them all of these things, but I 
didn’t know if they’d understand 
without seeing it for themselves. 
I hope they get the chance. 


Board summit brings local employers 


Event brings 160 
different companies 


to Northern Essex 
By NECC Newsroom 


At Northern Essex Commu- 
nity College’s Advisory Board 
Summit on Thursday, Oct. 3, 160 
business and community lead- 
ers met with college faculty and 
staff to discuss what the college 
is doing well and how the college 
could better meet their needs. 

The college has 20 academic 
program advisory boards, com- 
prised primarily of individuals 
who work in the field and pro- 
gram chairs/coordinators and fac- 
ulty, as well as an Occupational 
Advisory Board that tracks gen- 
eral trends in the local economy. 


These boards meet regularly to 
provide feedback and ensure that 
the programs Northern Essex of- 
fers are meeting the needs of lo- 
cal employers. 

President Lane Glenn greeted 
the audience and congratulated 
them on doing a good job. “The 
degrees that you’ve helped us 
to put together matter,” he said. 
“Within a year of graduation, 
95% of graduates are employed 
or have successfully transferred 
to a four-year college.” 

Guests were seated at large 
round tables during dinner and 
asked to consider two questions: 
how Northern Essex is preparing 
students well for employment 
and what the college needs to do 
to improve in this area. 

When the dinner hour was 
over, a representative from each 


table reported on what had been 
discussed at his or her table. 

Business/Accounting Adviso- 
ry Board Member Edward Noe of 
Colony Foods, Inc and Paul Bev- 
ilacqua, NECC’s vice president 
of academic affairs emeritus 

There were many common 
themes on the positive side—in- 
ternships and content knowledge 
were mentioned over and over 
again as things the college does 
well. And in the needs improve- 
ment category, many employers 
cited written and oral skills, bet- 
ter soft skills, and critical think- 
ing, as well as the desire for even 
more co-op and internship oppor- 
tunities. 

Dr. Howard Zolot, who intro- 
duced himself as a 20-year mem- 
ber of the college’s dental assist- 
ing advisory board, said 


“One of Northern Essex ‘s 
best qualities is understanding the 
diversity of our community and 
bringing everyone to the table.” 
He also observed that “While the 
new generation is technical sav- 
vy, their soft skills could use im- 
provement.” Soft skills relate to 
an individual’s ability to interact 
effectively with co-workers and 
customers. 

Priscilla Chaves of Greater 
Lawrence Community Action 
Headstart, a member of the Hu- 
man Services Advisory Board, 
asked the college to consider de- 
veloping more programs to help 
adult immigrants who come to 
this country with degrees and are 
looking to transition into careers. 

When the summit had ended, 
everyone broke to attend smaller 
meetings for their specific pro- 


grams. 

Bill Heineman, the college’s 
vice president of academic and 
student affairs, was pleased with 
the success of the college’s ad- 
visory board summit, which was 
the first to be held in many years. 
“It was exciting to have so many 
local employers in one room to- 
gether interacting with our fac- 
ulty and staff. Moving forward, 
we'll be looking for new ways 
to partner. The ultimate goal is to 
help our students find fulfilling 
careers and build a skilled local 
citizenry and workforce.” 
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The comeback’ ; 


By Everson TAVERAS 
Features Editor 


Rising from the ashes of struc- 
tural, collegiate decay, The Intern- 
ship Program, formerly known 
as “CO-OP”, plans its return to 
NECC this semester with a jolt of 
innovation and information tech- 
nology that aims to help prepare 
students for the workforce. 

The Internship Program, once 
revamped and restructured, will 
allow students to work outside of 
NECC with an employer relative 
to their degree and, in return, stu- 
dents will receive college credit 
for their work. 

Though it may sound as easy 
as pumpkin pie, the program, like 
many if not all formal things, is 
structured and follows a certain 
set of rules, which include ap- 
propriate learning objectives, 
time frames, and an agreement 
between the student and the em- 
ployer, among other things. 

A few years ago, the internship 
program fell apart. It lost some 
staffing, administrative support, 
all crucial elements to making the 
program work. 

Some of the programs that 
were already doing their practi- 
cums and work outside of the col- 
lege at the time were not as heav- 
ily affected by the degradation of 
the program as the journalism/ 
communication program. 

Now, the college has decided 
to bring it back. Amy Callahan, 
the coordinator of the journalism 
program, who teaches journalism 
and communications courses, is 
one of the key members on the 
committee for the internship pro- 


Her role in trying to bring the 
program came about when she 
was asked by Ellen Grondine, 
an administrator overseeing the 
process, to participate in a pilot 
program. Currently, there are two 
programs right now at the college 
participating in the pilot. The two 
programs are journalism/commu- 
nication and business. By being a 
part of the pilot, the two programs 
will be required to go through the 
process of trying to determine 
what the policies will be, and re 
establishing connections with em- 
ployers. 

There are also two professors 
who are leading the pilot and have 
a lot of influence on what’s going 
on. The first is Grondine, and the 
second, a newcomer to NECC, 
is Ashley Bragger, who was at- 
tributed as playing an important 
role in solidifying the return of the 
internship program. 

The program will be geared 
specifically to students who aren’t 
in programs that already require 
a practicum. Many programs at 
NECC already require students to 
go out and start working in their 
field. The new internship program 
will also become an option for 
students to get an internship, earn 
college credit, get the valuable ex- 
perience internships provide and 
get ready for transfer or further 
work in the field. 

“There will be some require- 
ments for the internship program, 
but they are currently under dis- 
cussion,” said Callahan. “We do 


know that there will be a min- 
imum G.P.A., and a lot will be 
asked of the students. It will be a 
real class. They will not just have 
to got to the workplace and work, 
but also attend different seminars 
and workshops that is designed to 
help them prepare for the working 
world.” 

There is no set date as to when 
the co-op program started and 
when it ended, according to Cal- 
lahan. She does, however, recall 
the program being in place when 
she arrived. Although she could 
not recall the end of the program, 
she does know where it stemmed 
from: loss of staffing. Callahan 
reiterated that in order for the 
internship program to be fully 
functional, it would require ad- 
ministrative support from the col- 
lege. Otherwise, as was evident, it 
would fall apart. 

“We want to bring it back, but 
we want it be a new and improved 
version of it. So we are looking at 
beefing up the workplace prepara- 
tion, workshops, and seminars, so 
that students will have more edu- 
cational resources on the college 
side of things,” said Callahan. 
“We're also looking at expanding 
relationships with employers, es- 
tablishing relationships with new 
employers, new work sites-- all 
things students will benefit from”. 

The committee for the in- 
ternship program consists of the 
following individuals: Patricia 
Morrow, Ashley Bragger, Amy 
Callahan, and Ellen Grondine. 

The committee has determined 
to pick two programs that already 
have history with the internship 
program, and with employers: 
journalism/communication and 
business. Grondine stated that 
there is a handbook going around 
now detailing all the internships 
available to all the community 
colleges in the state of Massachu- 
setts. She continued to add that the 
creation of the handbook would 
help set policies for students and 
detail how they can be engaged in 
internships. 

“What we want to do to is give 
the handbook a try and make sure 
that all of our policies align with 
it,” said Grondine. 

By starting with two programs, 
the committee will have sufficient 
time and space to set up all the 
internships that meet the needs 
of the students from the two pro- 
grams. Grondine reiterated the 
importance of employers to have 
really good mentors, to have them 
willing and able to take on the in- 
terns, so students can get a good 
quality experience. There are all 
types of career preparation work- 
shops available to all students at 
NECC, which include everything 
from resume writing to cover 
letter writing, dressing for inter- 
views and preparing for employ- 
ment. 

“We wanted to embed this in 
the offering of internships before 
the intern goes out, so that they 
don’t leave unprepared.” said 
Grondine. She added, “ Our ulti- 
mate goal, ideally, is that we'd like 
to see those students employed at 
the end of the internship.” 

The internship program is well 
underway. The committee expects 
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The internship program will hold several workshops and seminars to help students. 


to already have internships ready 
by spring. 

Furthermore, they'll be plan- 
ning ahead so that students can be 
recruited in the spring and over 
the summer. That way, by next 
fall, the internships will be re- 
plenished and up and running for 
students. 

“T think it would be good to 
have a program like that here, be- 
cause there’s a lot of majors that 
require internships. To take an 
internship and not receive credit 
for it would be pointless,” said 


Michaela Gahn, a criminal justice 
major. 

In an effort to attain feedback, 
inquiry 


the committee created 
cards, which 
they handed 
out at a big ad- 
visory board 
summit a cou- 
ple weeks ago. 
They asked 
everyone who 
was there to 
fill out the in- 
quiry cards. 
Among some 
of the ques- 
tions on the 
inquiry cards 
were, “Are 
you _ willing 
to mentor?” 
“Are you will- 
ing to intern- 
ship?” “Are 
you _ willing 
to job shad- 
ow?” to name 
a few. After 
collecting and 
organizing the 
inquiry cards, 
the commit- 
tee  discov- 
ered that an 
ample amount 
of employers 
were willing 
and able to 
have interns 
on their sites. 
Though the 
internship is 
starting with 
two programs, 
the commit- 
tee admitted 
that they were 
willing to ex- 
pand in the 
future. But 
before that can 
happen, they 
want to make 
sure they have 


enough in- 


suit Fe, 
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ternships, so that they don’t have 
students who come and have no 
placement in the program. At the 
same time, their goal is to also 
make sure students out in those 
internships still feel very connect- 
ed to the college, and that they 
have support. 

But what will make this time 
different? What will the intern- 
ship program do differently to 
prevent from falling back and dis- 
appearing as it did in the past? 

Bragger, a newcomer and key 
member of the committee, stated 
that through the office of plan- 
ning and student admissions, the 
college has identified preparation 
and internships as a priority. 
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“In the past there was no cen- 
tral organization, it wasn’t as | 
structured as it could have been. | 
There was a lot of people doing 
different things, but there was no 
central organization in control. So 
one program might do one thing, 
the other program might do an- 
other,” said Bragger. 

“Now with the investment of 
career preparation, we can cen- 
tralize the offerings, we can reach 
out to employers, and set up in- 
ternships. The change is that we 
looked at organizational structure 
and we streamlined it in an effort 
to create a quality internship pro- 
gram.” 
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Money in Politics: Legal experts speak 
at panel on government corruption 


Dr. Lawrence Lessig 
and Attourney 
Jeffrey Clements 
spoke on campaign 
finance reform 


By THomas SHAMMA 
Copy Editor 

The Contemporary Affairs 
club of NECC co-sponsored an 
event with the League of Wom- 
en Voters of Greater Haverhill to 
discuss the influence of money in 
politics. 

On the evening of Oct. 3, Dr. 
Lawrence Lessig and _attour- 
ney Jeffrey Clements visited the 
lecture hall in the C building of 
the Haverhill campus for a panel 
discussion. The discussion was 
moderated by former Mass State 
Senator Susan Tucker. 

Lessig and Clements have 
been travelling the country pre- 
senting on the issue of govern- 
ment corruption and campaign 
finance. 

The event was introduced 
by Eva Valentine, representing 
the League of Women Voters of 


Greater Haverhill, as well as a 
short introduction by Contem- 
porary Affairs president Parker 
Moody. 

Proceeding alphabetically, 
Jeffrey Clements got the first 
20-minute prepared speaking pe- 
riod. 

After introducing some central 
facts and figures to his argument 
-- for example, over 7 billion dol- 
lars were given in campaign do- 
nations in the 2012 election, and 
less than half a percent of Amer- 
icans are responsible for over 80 
percent of the money spent in 
American electoral politics -- he 
moved on to his argument for a 
course of action: overturning the 
Citizens United Supreme Court 
decision by constitutional amend- 
ment. 

“Seven times the Supreme 
Court has been overturned by the 
Amendment process,” said Clem- 
ents. 

“80 percent of the people sup- 
port it. 16 states have now enact- 
ed resolutions calling for the 28th 
Amendment.” 

Clements explained that Mon- 
tana, after Citizens United, enact- 
ed a ban on corporate financing in 
elections. 


The ban had broad popular 
support, and was upheld in a 
Ninth Circuit court decision, but 
ultimately overturned by the Su- 
preme Court, five to four. 

In questions, later in the eve- 
ning, Clements discussed the 
right of the States to call for an 
Article V Convention, which is 
a convention provided for in the 
US constitution designed to dis- 
cuss and accellerate the Amend- 
ment process. 

Though an Article V Con- 
vention has never been called, 
state requests for such a conven- 
tion have been used in the past 
to put pressure on Congress to 
make changes. This strategy was 
used to create the political pres- 
sure necessary to pass the 17th 
Amendment, which established 
the direct election of US senators 
by popular vote. 

Clements suggested that call- 
ing for an Article V Convention 
could persuade congresspeople 
that the current system of cam- 
paign finance is politically unsus- 
tainable. 

Lawrence Lessig, in his pre- 
sentation, discussed the larger 
narrative into which Clements’s 
suggestions fit. 
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He gave a presentation on a 
hypothetical country which he 
calls “Lesterland,” to address the 
specific nature of corruption in 
campaign finance in the US. 

In Lesterland, there are two 
elections for political office: 
there’s the general election, in 
which all citizens of Lesterland 
get a say. But before that, there’s 
a Lester election, in which only 
people named Lester are allowed 
to vote. 

He also discussed the defini- 
tion of corruption as understood 
by the founders of the US, and 
how it contrasts with the idea 
of corruption as we understand 
it today. He made the case that, 
though we have less outright 
bribery than ever in Congress, 
we are nonetheless possibly more 
corrupt than we have ever been. 

His central message, though, 
was that, whatever political issue 
is important to any given person, 
no progress can be made on any 
political issue before the problem 
of money in politics is solved. 

Lessig has given this talk be- 
fore, and it’s available online. 

In questions following the 
speeches, Lessig encouraged ev- 
eryone in attendence to “Become 


teachers in this movement,” em- 
phasizing that widespread un- 
derstanding of the issue, and 
understanding that it can be suc- 
cessfully combated, is the most 
important short-term responsibil- 
ity of advocates for reform. 

One audience member, Marisa 
DeFranco, is running for Con- 
gress the sixth Massachusetts 
District as a “Clean money” can- 
didate, and she asked what can- 
didates like her can do to manage 
in elections. 

Lessig encouraged her to 
join other candidates in making 
a unilateral pledge to make the 
changes necessary once she gets 
to congress, rather than rejecting 
money before she’s even elected. 

Senator Susan Tucker added 
that the media is a serious part 
of the problem DeFranco faces, 
saying “Money is your second 
descriptor -- how much you have 
in the bank.” 

Lessig plugged campaign re- 
form website represent.us, and he 
founded rootstrikers.org, both or- 
ganizations dedicated to fighting 
the influence of corporate money 
in politics. 
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Career Services gives students help 


Department helps all 
students regardless 


of course load 
By Catuie SouTHwick 


Staff Writer 

Karen Brockelbank lives in 
Georgetown and had been look- 
ing for a job for 3 years. She sent 
out at least 300 resumes, had a 
line of recruiters and head hunt- 
ers, and used every network tech- 
nique available. 

One job where she had worked 
for 10 years, laid her off. “I was 
laid off 5 times in the first de- 
cade of this century. People told 
me not to take it personally, but I 
couldn’t help it,” she said. 

For Brockelbank, while just 
getting laid off was bad enough, 
what was really hard to handle 
was how she was treated. Long 
or short term position, it was the 
same; she would be called into 
the office, told she was done, and 
escorted out of the building. 

After 4 or 5 times in a row of 
being laid off, she decided it must 
be something she was doing. Kar- 
en had her resume professional 
checked, updated, and was told it 
was a great resume. She had ev- 
erything an employer could ask 
for in experience in many differ- 
ent areas. 

A serious discussion with her 


father led her back to school in 
order to do something to change 
her resume. 

He suggested Brockelbank 
should go back to school. That 
was the last thing she wanted to 
do; schoo! was not a comfortable 
place for her. Someone suggested 
she look into the non-credit class- 
es at Northern Essex Community 
College. She decided to enroll in 
the web design certificate pro- 
gram using the Adobe Creative 
Suite. 

Not knowing what to expect 
from the curriculum or staff, Kar- 
en began classes and continued to 
hunt for a job. Still, she received 
no job offers and only a few in- 
terviews. “All spring and summer 
I took classes from a dedicated 
and generous professor named 
Jay Partlan - who clearly loved 
his job. I had formally dreaded 
school - but this time it was fun!” 

Another discussion with her 
father led her to contact the Ca- 
reer Services Department at 
NECC. 

“That night I left a voice- 
mail for NECC placement ser- 
vices, hoping I would get a call 
sometime. A man named Mike 
Markham called me the next day 
and said that he had time to meet 
with me that afternoon.” After 
reviewing Karen’s resume, he 
gave her the name of a compa- 
ny that contacted NECC to hel 


find them employees and told her, 
“You call this guy today, and tell 
him that I said he should inter- 
view you!” Karen had an inter- 
view with the company the next 
day. Within the next business 
day she had a second interview. 
“About 10 days later, after inter- 
viewing other candidates, I was 
offered the job,” said Karen, “I 
want to let everyone know of my 
good fortune working with the 
NECC’s Career Services.” 

The Career Services depart- 
ment is like an umbrella that cov- 
ers all the different ways NECC 
has to help students achieve 
their career goals. This includes: 
Career Planning and Advising 
Center (CPAC), Student Suc- 
cess Center, Student Leadership 
Development Program, and the 
Learning Accommodations Cen- 
ter. 

When searching for a job 
you will probably meet Mike 
Markham, the enrollment/place- 
ment coordinator. Markham has 
been at NECC since 1997 and 
brings an incredible amount 
of experience and education to 
his position. He has taught high 
school, at state college level, has 
extensive experience in resume 
writing, has helped displaced em- 
ployees for companies such as 
Digital Equipment Corporation, 
helped with outplacement of top 
line executives and then came the 


opportunity to work at NECC. 

He has an MBA, an Executive 
Master’s in Public Administra- 
tion and is currently working on 
a Doctorate. 

The Career Services depart- 
ment offers students access to: 
work study positions, career 
counseling, assistance with re- 
sumes, what it is like to go to an 
interview, and how job search 
tips. 

While still in school students 
can apply for internships at vari- 
ous companies that are in the field 
being studied. 

For example, someone study- 
ing engineering might inquire at 
Raytheon in Andover to see if 
there is any internship available. 
The job placement program pro- 
vides a list of websites and search 
engines that track job openings 
throughout the country as well 
as federal and state government 
positions. They hold job fairs and 
provide a Job Seeker Skills As- 
sessment to help students discov- 
er their skills and to discover ca- 
reer directions they may not have 
thought about. 

To provide “Best services to 
any student looking for a career, 
career change, upon graduation, 
or part time career” are three 
goals of the department. This 
includes while a student is cur- 
rently in classes. Markham likes 
to help prepare students and real- 


izes there are new rules that ap- 
ply today. It is like “learning how 
to play a new sport; what you 
should say, what the rules are,” 
he said. A student looking for job 
placement has to know how to 
play the game. 

Statistically, the percentage of 
graduates placed is “70-100 per- 
cent depending on the job oppor- 
tunities,” said Markham. 

One of the most satisfying as- 
pects of his job are the people; 
whether student or staff member 
here at NECC. The most chal- 
lenging for him are “The students 
who just can’t find a job, not that 
they haven’t tried, network bar- 
riers — their own sometimes.” 
Markham offers a piece of advice 
when job hunting, “Patience, pa- 
tience, don’t take things person- 
ally.” 

From a student's first semester 
through transfer or graduation, 
CPAC is there to help. They can 
help students you in the choices 
a student makes along the way; 
give positive feedback regarding 
the realities of a particular career 
choice, even help to build inter- 
view skills. “Right away; from 
day one,” is the appropriate time 
students should contact the Ca- 
reer Services, according to Mr. 
Markham. 
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Snowfall predictions 
may affect school 
schedule 


By Curistina HILLNER 
Correspondent 

The Old Farmer’s 2014 Alma- 
nac is calling for the 2013-2014 
winter; November 2013 through 
March 2014 to bring below ay- 
erage temperatures and above 
average snowfall. Northern New 
England is one of three areas that 
are an exception. 

They’re calling for Northern 
New England to have mild tem- 
peratures with above average 
snowfall. There are plenty of pre- 
dictions of multiple snow show- 
ers and flurries in these forecasts, 
but there are only four listed 
snowstorms throughout the win- 
ter months. 

Supposedly, November should 
have one, December should have 
two, and February should have 
one. According to the almanac, 
New Years’ Eve is to host one of 
these snowstorms. 

Many Northern Essex stu- 
dents travel from all over Mas- 
sachusetts and New Hampshire 
to attend classes at the Lawrence 
or Haverhill campuses. The pos- 
sibility of having above average 
precipitation could be dangerous 
for the students this year. “It takes 
me 15 to 20 minutes to get there 
depending on traffic,” said first 


year Northern Essex student Ma- 
riah Collins of Amesbury, Mass. 

“Tl live about 40 minutes away 
in Woburn, Mass.,” said third year 
Northern Essex student Stephanie 
Serrentino. That is just the aver- 
age time arriving at the campus 
without snow. “I’ve driven in the 
snow many times to school. It 
was tough and I saw many acci- 
dents,” said Serrentino. 

The risk for accidents this 
winter could be higher due to the 
predicted precipitation. “I got 
stuck driving up a hill, after a tree 
branch fell on my car. It took me 
a half an hour to get up. “This 
year, I’m nervous to drive in the 
snow. I don’t have my Jeep any- 
more, and my car is really small 
now,” said Collins. The weather 
predictions are based off of The 
Old Farmer’s 2014 Almanac. 
“I’ve never read the almanac so 
I’m not sure how reliable it is,” 
said Collin. 

“I’ve never heard of it,” said 
Serrentino. 

To be prepared for possible 
delays or closures, there will al- 
ways be something posted on the 
Northern Essex Community Col- 
lege website, and an e-mail alert 
will be sent to all students and 
faculty. For more convenience, 
Northern Essex has a text alert 
system for even faster, and up to 
speed information. 
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Softball makes its return at NECC 


A new coach brings 
back an old sport to 


the school 
By Estuer A. Nigves 
Sports Editor 

After quite a few attempts to 
bring softball back to Northern 
Essex Community College, Ath- 
letic Director Sue MacAvoy has 
finally accomplished one of her 
goals. 

MacAvoy, who is a former 
softball player and coach herself, 
has been endeavoring on bringing 
back one of the most competitive 
popular sports in the country, soft- 
ball 


In order to pursue the sport, 
MacAvoy had to make sure she 
had a good amount of women 
interested and ready to commit 
to the game. The only thing hin- 


dering to make this happen was 


a coach. But that no longer is an 
issue. 

MacAvoy has hired Robert 
Gillespie, who has been coach- 
ing softball for 25 years to fill in 
the position of Head Coach she’s 
longed for. 

“T strongly believe he’s a great 
fit for the sport,” said MacAvoy. 
“He has all the right key compo- 
nents to make this a successful 
program.” 

Coach Gillespie recently relo- 


cated to Reading, where he grew 
up. Gillespie spent a few years 
out in Michigan and New Jersey 
due to a great opportunity that 
was presented to his wife. 

While in New Jersey he took 
a job as a substitute teacher and 
a softball coach. Gillespie start- 
ed coaching high school softball 
in 2000. He started as a freshman 
coach for eight years and gradual- 
ly moved up to varsity. 

“T love coaching, softball is 
a great game. I’m glad I came 
across this amazing opportunity. 
Sue is great. I want to build a pro- 
gram that is known. I want to find 
athletes that want and like to play 
softball,” said Gillespie. 

“After meeting Coach for the 
first time, he seemed as if he 
would be a good coach. He came 
off as the kind of coach who won’t 
let his athletes slack and he wants 
to win,” said Jess Cioto. 

Cioto just graduated from Tim- 
berlane Regional High School, 
where she wore her Owls jersey 
as she played third base and from 
time to time switched it up and 
played first base. She’s in her first 
semester at NECC. 

Cioto is majoring in Early 
Childhood Education but while 
focusing on her studies she want- 
ed to get involved with the school. 

“IT was very happy when I 
found out that softball would be 


A Weekend 


returning to NECC,” said Cioto. 
Now Cioto has the opportunity to 
show off her high school softball 
skills at NECC and show Coach 
Gillespie what she has to offer. 

Twelve-year softball veteran 
Ashley Barker is excited that soft- 
ball is returning. 

Barker has been playing soft- 
ball since t-ball days to u-12, 
u-14, u-16, and played four years 
of center field on her high school 
varsity team. 

Barker is a Business transfer 
student; she plans on transferring 
over to Bridgewater State Univer- 
sity where she hopes on swinging 
a bat as a Bear. 

“Bringing softball back to 
NECC is amazing because it 
gives student athletes a chance 
to pursue their love for softball 
while getting a great affordable 
education,” said Barker. 

Coach Gillespie likes the in- 
terest he is seeing in his future 
softball players. He already has 
18 women who are committed to 
the program and are ready to start 
practicing. He is pumping them 
up by telling them to hurry and 
get their physicals done so they 
can get out on the field and start 
throwing the ball around. 

“Coach seems to be a great, 
motivated guy. He seems just as 
ready as I am to get out on the 
field and start practicing. I have 
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NECC Softball coach Robert Gillespie 


a feeling nothing but good things 
are going to come out of this sea- 
son,” said Barker. 

The season is due to start in the 
spring of 2014. In the meantime 
Coach Gillespie will be meeting 
with the 18 girls that are already 
committed to the program and 
will be holding informal practic- 
es throughout the fall and winter, 
getting ready to make a come- 


back. 

“Tm looking for dedication. 
Athletes that will enjoy the game, 
I am all about fundamentals. I 
want the team to have fun while 
at the same time playing a com- 
petitive style of softball,” said 
Gillespie. 

NECC softball players are 
ready to hear the umpires shout 
out, “Play ball.” 


Northern Essex 


Community College 


of Remembrance: 


When: 


Where: 


What: 


Friday - Sunday 


November 22 - 24, 2013 


Haverhill, MA 


discussions, and more 


Northern Essex Community College 


Historical exhibits, speakers, 


For more information and updates, visit 
www.necc.mass.edu/jfk 

or contact Richard Padova at 
rpadova@necc.mass.edu or 978-556-3297 
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